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Pineapple, an "energetic" fruit
An Italian project in Costa Rica aims to recover the waste from crops to turn it into fuel.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Italian know-how for the production of biofuels is increasingly prized abroad, as confirmed by the conference promoted by Itabia on the industrial partnership project in Costa Rica, presented in Bologna as part of EIMA. Established with the technical support of Crea, Council for Agricultural Research, the project is based on the development of techniques for the disposal and recovery of pineapple waste. In this Central American country, which is the world's leading producer of pineapple, this crop occupies 42 thousand hectares of land. Thanks to mechanization, the Italian working group will be able to dispose of this huge mass of waste in a sustainable way and turn it into biomass (natural fuel) or compost (fertilizer). Moreover, it will be possible to reduce the use of insecticides, which is currently unavoidable to counter the enormous quantities of horse flies attracted by the piles of industrial waste.
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